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strong hand was removed Morocco soon fell into dis-
order, the only bright period being the reign of Moham-
med XVI who drove the Portuguese from Mazagan
The Shereefian Empire no longer exercised influence
in Europe, and by the early years of the nineteenth
century the Great Powers were able to insist on the
abolition of piracy and the slave trade In 1830 the
French captured Algiers, thereby breaking the power
of the pirates for ever, and began the conquest of
Algeria This invasion led to complications with
Morocco, for Abd-er-Rahman, who was at that time
Sultan, thought he saw a good opportunity to add
Tlerncen to his dominions while the French were
fighting with the great Algerian leader Abd-el-Kader
He was, however, repulsed without difficulty and com-
pelled to renounce his claims
By 1843 Marshal Bugeaud had so far reduced the
power of Abd-el-Kader as to compel that gallant leader
to seek safety in Morocco, where he called on the
Sultan for help In reply to this appeal Shereefian
troops made an unsuccessful attack on Lalla Magnia m
French territory, an act of war which provided Bugeaud
with an excuse for crossing the frontier and advancing
to Isly where he inflicted a severe defeat on the Sultan's
harka These operations resulted in the Sultan suing
for peace, a treaty being signed at Tangier, the terms
of which were afterwards found very useful when the
French began to exercise pressure on the eastern
borders of Morocco.
This short sketch may perhaps give some historical
background for the great events which were to take
place in the Shereefian Empire at the end of the nine-
teenth and the beginning of the twentieth century